The Provincial Nobility             155
and caused a shock to his sensitive nature from which
he never recovered, and which had much to do with
the mystic and even morbid turn of mind that afflicted
him in after life.
Prince Yaschvill took a direct part in the tragic event
which occurred  on the night  of  March  ajrd,   1801.
The new palace, just built by the Emperor Paul, in
which the Imperial Court had been installed without
even waiting for the walls to dry, was guarded that
night by a regiment particularly devoted to the Grand
Duke   Alexander.    The   group   of   conspirators   who
penetrated the palace included my ancestor and some
ten other personages,  all occupying high positions in
the Empire,  such as  Count Pahlen,  Prince Zouboff,
the last favourite of the Empress Catherine, his brother
Count  Zouboff,   Prince  Wolkonsky,  Count    Benigsen
and General Ouvaroff.    Their avowed purpose was to
arrest the Emperor Paul and force him to  abdicate
in  favour  of his  eldest  son.    What  happened  when
these   men  reached   the   bedroom   of   the   Emperor ?
The exact  circumstances  have  never come to light*
Paul I., hearing the sound of their approach, and trying
to escape by a passage leading to,the apartment of
the Empress, is supposed to have found the door of
the passage locked on the outside and to have taken
refuge behind a window curtain.   The story is that
when the conspirators  found that the Emperor was
not in bed, they feared they were lost, and were about
to beat a retreat, but Count Pahlen, having touched
the sheets, cried :  " The nest is warm, the bird cannot
be far off."   Hie Emperor's hiding-place having been
discovered, he tried to defend himself, but succmabed
after a short struggle, pierced by the conspirators' swords,
according to some, and, if we may believe others, strangled